
 

Have you been to the animal shelters around you and ever thought adopting an animal as your 

new family member? There are hundreds of pets at each shelter and millions of homeless pets in 

the U.S. and around the world. To help these pets find homes, there are thousands of different 

types of rescue groups and organizations. They all have one thing in common. They are all trying 

to find loving, forever homes for these animals in need of a second chance. 

In 2009, the Humane Society of Utah made a major achievement by having adoptable dogs 

euthanized. Since this goal, the HSU found new homes for over 7,000 animals during 2011, 

which means 94 percent of all adoptable cats and dogs received are now living in new homes. 

However, there is an ongoing debate on the effects of no kill shelters. One of the concerns is the 

ability of these shelters to cherry pick. Who will take care of the dogs that are not picked, if they 

are allowed to cherry pick? 

Another argument is whether it is humane to keep a dog in a shelter environment for an 

undetermined amount of time. Those that disagree with the no kill shelter policies think that it is 

more humane to put the dog down than to keep him in a stressful environment for that length of 

time. 

I stand with the HSU side for no kill shelters. Human do not have to treat animals for our selfish 

purposes. They are also living creatures like us. I will do my part to reduce the number of dogs 

being euthanized or living their lives behind bars. The thing I think really needs to happen is 

owners who try to get pets have the responsibility to take care and to be prepared. 

Despite the ongoing debate and which side you stand, the majority of shelters and rescue groups 

are doing everything as they can to help these animals. The job is a thankless and heartbreaking 

which takes a toll on the people who care enough to try and help them. 


