
Access to education 

Do you know how many children all over the world have no access to education? Of an 

estimated 101 million children not in school, more than half are girls. They are being denied their 

basic human right to education with far-reaching consequences. Without education, their future 

opportunities are dramatically limited. If schooling unlocks the gate, their future will be bright 

and successful. 

According to the United Nations, two of three countries in the world face gender disparities in 

primary and secondary education. Although the rate worldwide of children not in school has 

dropped from 100 million in 1995 to 75 million in 2006, girls represent 55 percent of those not 

enrolled in school in 2010. 

Based on the research by Unesco, in the decade until 2009 the total number of those enrolled in 

higher education across the world increased bum pre than 70 million, of whom nearly 60 percent 

came from Asia. Since Asia and sub-Saharan Africa still have lower than average higher 

education enrollment rates, this proportion is likely to increase in the near future. 

Major studies have found that when girls and women are educated, child mortality drops by 10 

percent and the risk of contracting HIV or AIDS drops by half. This means that educating girls 

results in their delayed marriage and child-bearing, greater use of family planning methods, 

higher child and maternal survival rates, reduced HIV and AIDS infection, increased labor 

participation by women and enhanced benefits to children. 

“I want to provide opportunity to children,” said Mike Rafiti, a special education teacher at 

Emerson Elementary in Salt Lake City. Some of his students are living at shelters because of 

their family or financial matters. “The most important thing we need to do for those children who 

do not have access to education is break the circles of poverty. With that, crime and drugs will 

decrease,” Rafiti added.  

“I think education is just a tool to help children to be happy,” said Bryan Atwood, a special 

education assistant at Emerson Elementary. 

Education can happen formally and informally, in religious or secular settings, and can be 

practical or academic. Education can and should happen during a children’s entire life. I hope a 

world where does not limit their access to education and support them working to break down 

economic, legal, political or cultural barriers impeding their learning. 

 


